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December 5, 2017  
WPCA  
29 attendees + 3 city employees from the DPW and Council Member Mary Pat Clarke 
7 p.m. start time, 8:05pm. End  
 
Nina Wendt introduced board members attending the meeting. Jack B. mentioned that we are still 
looking for a VP. 
 
City Affairs Update. Council Member Mary Pat Clarke spoke briefly about activities around the city. She 
has been kept busy attending meetings dealing with the crime in the city. She said the medical 
marijuana center has been under construction and pulling the appropriate permits. She is sponsoring 
legislation that will allow non-profits to again obtain city event permits at a 50% discount. Restrictions: 
event must be open to the public and no fee associated with attending. She expects this to pass and 
become active 60 days after that. 
Questions from audience: 

- Police Dept. is planning to hire civilians for desk work in order to free police officers for 
patrol, but as there is no money in the budget, it most likely will not occur until July 2018.  

- Speed bumps – still on, but unknown when they will be added. Jack B promised to look into 
that. 

 
Marijuana Memo of Understanding (MOU) Update. Brian Katzenberg and Matt Reinhardt are part of a 
WPCA MOU Committee that is also includes Kathleen Talty and Luke Ackerman and 4 members from the 
Hampden Community Association to work with Medical Products Services, the firm that is establishing 
the Medical Marijuana Dispensary on Keswick. Parties are continuing to work in good faith and the MOU 
work-in-progress. WPCA is looking to finalize agreements on such topics as security, odor, length of 
MOU timeframe and should be completed by the end of December with the facility expected to open 
the first of the year.  
 
Stoney Run update by the DPW. 3 members from the city represented, including our community liaison, 
Germaine Bradshaw. Also attending Mr. Charles Hicks, Ms. Tracey Moffet. This is a 365-day project, 
which began Sept 20, 2017.  

- Stan Becker asked why the bridge to JHU is closed and could it be re-opened 
mornings/afternoons to allow for a shorter path to campus. Response: Contractors must 
limit access to the active construction site due to liability issues. PLEASE DO NOT USE THE 
BRIDGE UNLESS A SIGN IS POSTED THAT IT IS OPEN. YOU MAY BE KILLED OR INJURED DUE 
TO ACTIVITY ON THE CONSTRUCTION SITE.  

- Current renovation is on the “lower lower” Stoney Run, working on erosion and sediment 
reduction. It is only addressing water velocity with the addition of eight (8) pools.  

- Miscellaneous topics addressed: Due to environmental impacts, no stream work will be 
performed from March 2018 through June 2018. Should end by Sept 16, 2018. Car parking is 
limited to a specific area and will not expand beyond what is now seen in the park. 
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- Jack requested dates of phases. They said they will send him this information in an email 
and it will be shared with the community. 

 
Open Agenda items: 
Stan Becker mentioned that new tariffs on solar panels will be implemented January 28, 2018. He has 
had solar panels for several years from Direct Energy on his flat roof and they get 25-30% of their power 
from the solar panels. He highly recommends them and has contacts/references for neighbors if they 
are interested in adding solar panels to their house.  
 
Andrea Rackowski of the Friends of Hampden EMS said Hampden Friends will be starting a fund raising 
campaign to raise funds to replace the playground at 37th and Chestnut. Any ideas for types of 
fundraisers will be welcome and donations are always appreciated.  
 
Willy Sydnor asked if the planned restaurant in the same building as the medical marijuana dispensary is 
still in the works.  Answer is no. 
 
Lexy Martinez who lives right behind the MMD says work crews have been starting work at 6 or 6:15 
a.m.  She has phoned 311 to complain but does not know if they have been cited. Mary Pat took down 
the information and will look into it. 
 
Reminder: Saturday, December 16, is the Holiday Party. It begins at 10 a.m. and is in the park near the 
fire at 37th Street and Beech Avenue.  
 
Car break-ins. Mary Pat said she was recently told you can wrap your automobile fobs in aluminum to 
prevent a scanner from being used to gain access to your automobile while you are home. She has taken 
to doing that in her own house. 
 


