
 

Vol. 10  No. 1 

-- 
April 2010 

 
 

Walmart plans Remington opening for Fall 2011 
By Erika Niedowski 

Developers are planning a 90,000-plus-square-foot Walmart for a mixed-use project 
in the area of 25th and Howard Streets in the Remington neighborhood south of Wyman 
Park. 

The $65-million development, to replace the Anderson Automotive dealership, 
would also include a Lowe’s home improvement center and more than a dozen other retail outlets, such as a Marshall’s 
department store, an Anna’s Linens and possibly a Panera Bread. Seventy to 80 “market-rate” apartment units are also 
planned. 

Initially, the development, known as 25th Street Station, was to feature 
a grocery store rather than a Walmart; developer Rick Walker told the 
Charles Village Civic Association last month he had discussions with both 
Shoppers Food Warehouse and ShopRite. But Walker said the Walmart 
would effectively serve as a grocery – including a pharmacy – with 40 
percent of its space devoted to that use. The rest of the store would offer 
the merchandise of a typical Walmart.  

Walker said the development would create 750 full-time jobs, 
including about 200 at Walmart, and another 400 to 450 construction jobs. 

Some neighborhood residents have criticized the plans because of 
concerns over increased traffic, the potential impact of Walmart on local 
businesses, and the retail giant’s business practices, including wages and 
benefits. Developers said that they hoped a minimum of 70 to 80 percent 
of the new jobs would be filled by people from the “impacted 
communities” and that 15 to 20 percent of the retail space would go to 
locally owned businesses. 

The Planned Unit Development, or PUD, is expected to be introduced 
in the City Council on April 12. Hearings will be held by the Council’s 
Land Use and Transportation Committee and the Baltimore Planning 
Commission. The PUD has to be approved by the Council and mayor for 
the project to go ahead. 

The Charles Village Civic Association is 
planning a community meeting at which 
Walmart representatives will field questions.  
[Meeting date will be posted on our web site 
and listserv.] 

Asked by one resident if she was 
“pleased” with the development’s proposed 
tenants, Councilwoman Belinda Conaway, 
who represents Remington, said, “I am.” But 
she stressed the need to find a “happy 
medium” where both the developer and 
residents are satisfied. 

Joe Jackson, the association president, 
said the WPCA has no official position on the 
development. The issue is scheduled to be 
discussed at the April 15  meeting. 
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1. Remington Retail Development  

2. JHU Closing on Zurich Property 

3. Ciclovia proposed for City  

4.  Stony Run Trail Proposal 

5. Clean Currents 

6. Upcoming WPCA events 

Next meeting: May 20 

Renew your parking permits 
By Willy Sydnor 

It’s almost that time again for get your Area 25 
parking permits. The current permits expire at the end 
of May and those renewing theirs can do so easily by 
following the guidelines listed on our Wyman Park
website at 
www.wymanparkcommunity.org/services/parking.php.
And you will be able to pick up your renewed permits 
in the neighborhood the weekend of May 22nd. 

For those obtaining parking permits for the first time, you must
apply in person at the Parking Authority.  All details can be found on
our website with links to the City or by calling 443-573-2800. 

http://www.wymanparkcommunity.org/
http://www.wymanparkcommunity.org/services/parking.php


President’s Message  
Happy spring, neighbors!  Time to throw open the windows and enjoy the east/west breeze which is, of course the one 

most available to us!  My family’s involved with raking out the accumulated leaves to give the herb garden a chance at 
some sun and planning for the first plantings in the garden plot.  We’re walking through the streets under the cherry 
blossoms and amongst forsythia and the first bulbs. 

These activities compel me to reflect on the unique aspects of life in Wyman Park which drew me to the 
neighborhood 24 years ago.  We have everything the City has to offer – the good and the bad – within walking distance 
and yet Wyman Park itself makes it feel almost pastoral.  So… let’s call it pastoral with helicopters.   

Each season provides another reason to pitch in to preserve and improve what’s available to us.  The WPCA is 
discussing participation in Park Clean-ups, Flea Markets, Picnics, etc.  It’s my hope that our neighbors will volunteer to 
help bring these events about.   

At our General Meeting on the 15th you’ll have an opportunity to sign up to help.  We’re also going to have a visit 
from the folks at Clean Currents to discuss energy delivery from renewable sources.  We’ll have a presentation on the 
CERT training in which many participated, updates on the two construction projects in the park, the new retail 
development in Remington and a proposal to build a multi-use trail along the Stony Run. 

I hope to see you on April 15. 

 
"Meet Your Neighbor" 
By Erika Niedowski 

Name: Joe Jackson, Wyman Park Community 
Association president  

Hometown: Bawlmer. Hon. Born in N.C. and moved 
around a bunch as a kid. Family re-pitched its tent in 
Baltimore County in ’78. I took a train from Richmond that 
year (where we lived at the time) to take my entrance exam 
at a local prep school. Cabbed to Lexington Market on the 
way back to the station with specific instructions on what 
sandwich to buy for the ride home (Baltimore horseradish 
is hotter than most, btw.)    

How long have you lived in Wyman Park? 24 years. 
My grandparents were original owners (3704 Tudor Arms.) 
My stunning wife and I bought our current house (3700 
Tudor Arms) in 2005. I only had to wait 19 years for an 
end unit to become available. Moved 30 feet.   

Favorite thing about Baltimore: I’ve been here long 
enough to feel a sense of place and pride. I grew up in the 
'burbs. My folks would bring me into the City for ball games or parades and show me through some of the named 
neighborhoods: Lil It’ly, Greek and Pigtowns, Hampden and The Block (my mother was not involved in that one)…all 
pre-Harborplace. It was a different world. I used to sneak down to the Charles Theater while I was in high school to see 
films that were simply unavailable in the county. I moved here after college and began to explore on my own. Took a 
while for Baltimore to feel like more than a secret place I was visiting.   

Citycouncilwoman Mary Pat Clarke and Joselin the Number One 
Elf flank the winner of a Joe Jackson look-alike contest. 

Least favorite thing about Baltimore: Where to start? The petty crime, I suppose. I used to grow vegetables in my 
yard and keep furniture on the porch. No longer.     

Advice for newcomers: Take advantage of what living here offers. Walk the neighborhood while the cherries are in 
bloom or the ginkgoes are changing to gold.  Talk to your neighbors while you’re at it. Walk to the Avenue or Charles 
Village and shop in a store that exists nowhere else. Stroll through the BMA and discover its sculpture garden. Eat in the 
outstanding local restaurants.  Walk to the farmers markets on the weekends. Walk the Stony Run. Leave the car where it 
is.  

Favorite local landmark: I have a new one…as yet largely undiscovered. The friends of Stony Run placed a bench 
along the stream, north of Wyndhurst. It commemorates some folks who were passionate about preserving and improving 
the gifts we enjoy here. It’s a quiet place to sit and listen and breathe. There’s a book there, hidden from the elements, 
where folks can record their contemplations and reflections. 

Best way to explore the city: I’m going with walk.  
(Continued on next page) 



“Meet your neighbor” (Continued ) 
 
Best way to deal with city bureaucracy: 311 rocks. [City Councilwoman] Mary Pat Clarke (and Cindy Leahy, her 

gal Friday) rock harder. Honestly, for all the perceived problems, and I’m neither unfamiliar with nor unaffected by them, 
I have found city employees to be largely helpful and willing to serve. 

Best place to drink coffee, or hang out: Common Ground. Glen Breining donates the coffee each year when Santa 
visits Wyman Park [Ed.'s note: See photo]. Every neighborhood needs a Common Ground and a Glen Breining. 

Last book you read: The Things They Carried, by Tim O'Brien. 
Eat out or cook in? Dine in – except on Date Night. My bride says the way to a woman’s heart is through the doors 

of a good restaurant. She was pleased to discover that was actually her husband’s kitchen. That said, John Shields 
[Gertrude's] and Spike Gjerde [Woodberry Kitchen] get all that ink, leaving Andy Thomas [Charles Village Donna’s] 
scandalously overlooked. Ignore the standard menu…get the evening special if Andy’s in the kitchen. 

Best day-trip: St. Michaels to the east. The orchards and farms and dairies to the west. South Mountain Creamery 
rocks. 

Feeling about winter after our last one: I love winter (loathe heat/humidity). For all the hassle and the calluses and 
kvetching, I was grateful to feel like part of a community. Shame it took a shared ordeal to bring that about. I wish it were 
a WPCA picnic or Association meeting that had the same effect. But, alas, that’s not the case. (The Santa soirees that 
Tanya Dijani’s engineered the past few years have come close, though.) 

Anything else you want to say: It’s a great gift to live in Wyman Park. We have an obligation to preserve, improve 
and protect our neighborhood. Help out. Find a bench. Take a seat. Grab an oar. Row. 

 

Join our listserv 
 

Useful.  Easy.  Free.  Join 393 neighbors on our email network to 
exchange info on contractors, incidents, activities, items to give or to 
get, and dozens of other timely and friendly bits of news.  Simply surf 
over to wymanparkcommunity.org and click on Communicate.  
Community association membership appreciated but not required. 

 

Sewer nears completion 
By Willy Sydnor 
 

Will the sewer work ever end?  Yes but we don’t know when.  The 
end date moved because of unanticipated ground conditions, a record 
breaking snow and a stop work order from the City (a technicality now 
resolved).  We should be able to plant bulbs in the triangle this fall (or 
even before then).  And that huge pile of hay-covered dirt on Beech 
Avenue will be used to fill in those big tunnels we have throughout the 
park.  

Stay tuned. 
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Picnic set for June 
 

Save the date 

– June 5 – 
for our WPCA picnic in the park.  

Details at the April 15  
Keswick meeting. 



 

JHU Opportunities for Communities 
By Salem Reiner, Office of Community Affairs,The Johns Hopkins University  

There are many, many opportunities available at Johns Hopkins University’s 
Homewood campus (most free or low cost). A sampling follows.  

 Car-Sharing (ZipCar) - JHU now has 16 Zipcars available with about 700 program 
participants registered. Cars are available around the clock, by the hour or the day, and rates 
include gas and insurance. The university’s car-sharing program continues to be open to our 
neighbors. To learn more, go to www.zipcar.com/jhu.  

 Theatre Hopkins - Opening June 11, will be the area premiere of a new high-spirited musical, 
The Glorious. For ticket information, go to www.jhu.edu/~theatre  

 Religion and World Affairs – Members of JHU’s School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) have explored the theme “Religion’s Grasp on World Affairs”, see www.sais-
jhu.edu/saisphere2009.  

 Podcasts - JHU’s “Great Ideas Podcasts” can be found at http://www.jhu.edu/news/podcasts/.   
 Libraries,  Space Telescope, Concerts, Lectures, Dance Classes, Readings , Film, 

Continuing Education, Comedy, and much more - For a complete listing of neighbor-oriented 
information about, opportunities at, and points of access to the Homewood campus, please visit 
Neighborhood Matters at http://neighborhoodmatters.jhu.edu/.  

Membership   Become Part Of A Strong Voice 
 

$10 gets your household a membership in your community association, and guarantees you will not miss a 
single issue of Wyman Park’s best newsletter through September 30, 2010. 
Please mail this form with your check made payable to The Wyman Park Community Association, Inc. to: 

Linda Nevaldine, Treasurer  -  3314 Beech Avenue Baltimore MD 21211 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________ 

www.wymanparkcommunity.org
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