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Jennifer Nichols 
conscientiously and 
passionately maintains 
Wyman Park's Little Free 
Library at 3811 Keswick 
Road. There is an 
international network of 
more than 25,000 Little 
Free Libraries around the 
world, each one registered 
with its own charter 
number. Jennifer's was the 
third in Baltimore when 
she started; there are now 
17 in Baltimore City, three 
of which are in Hampden.  
Jennifer opened her library 
two years ago “I read an article about this movement and 
wanted to live in a neighborhood that had a Little Free 
Library,” she says, “so I decided to establish one myself.” 
 Jennifer moved to Wyman Park from Virginia in 2008. 
"The pace of life is better here," she says.  "I drove by this 
house when it was for sale. I liked the yard and could 
afford it, so I bought it.”  She commutes to Washington, 
where she works for the Army in military history. 
Although she has a degree in Library Science, Jennifer 
doesn't work as a librarian, but she has established Wyman 
Park's Little Free Library. 
 It took six months of planning over a winter and when 
the ground thawed, she dug the hole. "I positioned it on my 
property so it is accessible without being in the way of 
pedestrians," she says.  She found inspiration for the 
design from photos she found online.  Some designs were 
so ornate that very few books could fit inside so a practical 
design was key. "It had to be simple enough because I'm 
not great at carpentry,” she says,  “but I wanted it to be 
attractive enough so the neighbors wouldn't hate it." 
Jennifer thinks that the design of the Library fits the 
neighborhood. 
 "My intention at first was for the top shelf to hold 
adult books and the lower shelf to hold children’s books," 
she says.  However, after observing parents holding their 

kids up to see the books, she 
knew it was time to build a 
second library for kids. “When 
a friend suggested making a 
doghouse, I just knew it had to 
be Snoopy," she says.  Her 
summer goal is to build Snoopy 
and Woodstock figures to sit on 
top of the doghouse. 
 Jennifer feels her location 
is perfect. "On Keswick, there 
is a lot of foot traffic, and not 
just from people in the 
neighborhood,” she says.  There 
are regulars−dog walkers going 
to the park who stop by every 
day and JHU employees. Area 

children and families make a ritual of visiting the library. 
"I love to hear children running from down the street, 
stopping in front of the library," she says. “Even drivers 
will pull over to get a closer look.” 
 Having a successful Little Free Library requires 
maintenance. "You can't build it and let it go," Jennifer 
says.  "I straighten and re-stock the library daily.” She 
enthusiastically acquires new books and rotates them 
weekly. Adult books primarily come from The Book 
Thing, an organization that accepts and gives away free 
books.  "Luckily I went to there about two weeks before it 
caught fire in March so I should have enough to make it 
until it reopens," she says. She also accepts donated books, 
which can be left on her porch.   (Continued on next page.) 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Mark your Calendars!  

WPCA General Membership Meeting 

TUESDAY, MAY 10th  
at 7:00 p.m.    
Keswick Multi-Care Center 
700 W. 40th Street

MAY
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Jennifer Nichols and the Little Free Library 

by Erin Boguski
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Library (continued from front page) 
 She purchases 
children’s books 
at thrift stores. “It 
is difficult to find 
used board books 
that are in good 
condition,” she 
says. Each book 
she purchases is 
stamped "always 
free, never for 
sale," the official 
marking of the 
Little Free 
Library 
organization.  
 Jennifer 
considers her 
library to be a 
“no-kill library," 
meaning books 
are never thrown 
away. She has a "two chance" policy, where books are 
rotated twice before they are donated back to The Book 
Thing. Jennifer prefers that people just take the books; 
there is no need to return it or leave one in its place. 
 Jennifer tracks library trends. "Fiction, especially 
novels, are most popular," she says. "Paperbacks go faster 
than hardbacks. She welcomes suggestions on how to 
make it better and wants to know what people prefer.  Her 
current predicament is how to display oversized books that 
don't fit into the library. "On warm days, I put them out in 
a crate, but I'm open to other ideas."  
 While some Little Free Libraries elsewhere have had all 
of their books taken, "I've never been cleaned out. but I have 
been surprised when, at the end of a busy day, so much is 
gone,” she says.  Books come and books go," she says. 
“That means Wyman Park’s Little Free Library is working.” 

Discussion Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wpca-md                                                                       
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Resident Parking Permit 
Renewals and  

Neighborhood Pickup 

Area 25 residential parking permits expire on May 31, 2016. 
Replacement Area 25 permits will be available at the 
Parking Authority beginning May 19, 2016. You may 
purchase the permit in advance, but the physical permit will 
not be available from the Parking Authority prior to May 19. 
 Online purchasing of the permits begins April 20, 2016, 
for existing permit holders at <https://
pabc.thepermitstore.com>. An email reminder will be sent 
to the email address on file with the Parking Authority. New 
permit holders need to purchase their first permit in person 
at the Parking Authority, 200 W. Lombard Street, Suite B.  
 Residents paying online must use a credit card to pur-
chase.  Credit cards, checks and money orders are accepted 
in Parking Authority office. All permits are $20 each. 
 Payment for your permit(s) must be received by the 
Parking Authority by Tuesday, May 24, 2016, in order to 
participate in the neighborhood pickup. Payment or 
orders received after that date may not be processed in 
time for the neighborhood pickup. 
The neighborhood pickup dates are: 

• Friday May 27, 5:30-7:00 pm, 510 W. 33rd Street 
• Saturday May 28, 9:00-10:30 am, 3937 Keswick Rd. 

You are required to show your automobile registration 
with a valid address at the neighborhood pickup. If your 
neighbor is picking up your permit for you, they will need a 
copy of your automobile registration. If you do not obtain 
your permit at the neighborhood pickup, you will need to 
pick up the permit in person (showing all documentation) at 
the Parking Authority, May 20th or later. 
 If you have questions about the neighborhood pickup, 
please contact Gayle Springer, xxx-xxx-xxxx. If you 
have questions about valid paperwork or other issues 
with RPP parking, please contact the Parking Authority 
at rpp@bcparking.com or 443-573-2800, ext 863 or 845. 

The Wyman Park Community Association 
gratefully acknowledges Larry Caudill and 

Coldwell Banker for assistance with production 
of the WPCA newsletter.

SumMEr  
PicNIc iN tHe pARk     

JunE 28, 2016  
(rain date June 29) 

Hotdogs, hamburgers and sodas will be 
provided. • Bring a side dish to share. •  

Music & neighbors galore!

Photos by Anh Thu Cunnion

mailto:rpp@bcparking.com
mailto:rpp@bcparking.com
http://www.wymanparkcommunity.org
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On February 26, Wyman Park lost 
a true neighbor when, surrounded 
by family and friends, Kathryn 
"Bonnie" Lorraine Day lost her 
battle with cancer. Born and bred 
in Baltimore, she graduated from 
the Bryn Mawr School and built a 
career as a Relocation Officer in 
the Office of Real Estate for the 
Maryland State Highway 
Administration.  
 A vivacious lover of life, 
Bonnie participated in all things 
festive and especially enjoyed her 
opportunities to travel. In the last 
year alone, she made trips with her 
family to Costa Rica, Key West, 
Ocean City, JazzFest in New 
Orleans, and the last two Grateful Dead concerts in 
Chicago. No matter how long she was away, she always 
came home to her neighbors with a collection of zany 
stories told with a mischievous grin and hearty laugh.  
 Those of us who lived on her block loved Bonnie and 
often shared amongst ourselves (with her knowledge) 
endearing anecdotes about her latest escapades: about her 
quest to save the trees, her never-ending computer issues, 
or even her unlucky relationship with her car. To 
celebrate her life and honor her love for living, we have 
shared them here. 
 “We've lived next to Bonnie Day for a decade and will 
miss her very much. She always had a ready smile, a great 
sense of humor and a joyous and spontaneous laugh. Her 
biggest contribution to the neighborhood, at least our 
block of it, was her careful and ongoing concern about the 
city-planted trees along the street. She petitioned to have 
new trees planted and also cared for the trees already 
there. She was often dragging her garden hose up and 
down the street. even across the street, to make sure this 
tree or that was watered properly during the summer 
months. When the community garden opportunity came 
along, she supported those efforts enthusiastically. We 
were very lucky to have her for a neighbor all these years 
and feel fortunate to have known her. The trees will miss 
you and so will we, Bonnie!”    -Joy Holly 
 “Bonnie and I became friends because, up until the 
very end, she was determined to learn how to use her iMac 
computer and iPhone. I have taught many adults how to 
use Apple products but Bonnie was my favorite student of 
all. She refused to let frustration get to her, no matter how 
many times I solved her problem by simply rebooting 
hardware. One day, she ran outside to meet me at my car 
with the news she had lost her internet connection, but 
then she remembered to reboot the modem and fixed it 

herself. She was ecstatic! Most of 
all, I treasured my friendship with 
Bonnie because she was a role 
model; she showed me how 
laughter and a good amount of self-
deprecation can get you through the 
toughest of struggles. She always 
poked fun at life, no matter how 
hard it poked back.” 
- Anh Thu Cunnion 
“My concern for Kathryn was that 
she was too trusting. More often 
than not, when I walked outside and 
saw her car, the windows were 
always open and it was unlocked.  
Ultimately, I stopped trying to 
convince her that she was putting 

herself and the contents of the vehicle 
in jeopardy. Fortunately, she was never harmed but her car 
and its contents suffered on a few occasions. 
 Kathryn’s clock was set on a different time than mine. 
Consequently, we generally ran into each other as we 
entered or left our homes. However, there were occasions 
when we were able to visit across either the back or front 
porches, and it was very enjoyable when we could do that.  
I say this because I really didn’t realize how much I would 
miss her until I knew that I would no longer hear that 
unique voice or hear that hearty laugh nor would I see that 
big smile that was  a part of my life for over twenty-two 
years. I thank God for the blessing of good neighbors like 
Kathryn – a good neighbor and friend!”    - Harry Hansen 
 As evidenced by the 
loving words of her 
closest neighbors, 
Bonnie brightened the 
atmosphere wherever she 
went and always enticed 
others to laughter with 
her antics. It was said 
that Bonnie "was more 
than just a trip, she was 
the whole vacation.” 
 Bonnie is survived by 
her daughter, Wiley W. 
Verstappen of New 
Orleans, Louisiana; her 
son, Cmdr. Frederick N. 
Teuscher Jr., US Navy 
(Ret.) and his wife, Lisa 
Ann Okomski of 
Granger, Indiana; and her 
grandchildren, Grace and 
Oliver Teuscher. 

Bon Voyage to Bonnie Day

Photo provided by Fritz Teuscher
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WPCA Membership  
~ Join Today ~ 

Only $10 gets your entire household membership 
in your community association.   

All memberships valid through 9/30/16.

There are now two ways to join!
1) PayPal or Credit Card: visit 

www.wymanparkcommunity.org; or 

2)  Mail this form with your check made payable to 
“WPCA” to:  Linda Nevaldine, Treasurer, 3314 
Beech Ave., Baltimore, MD 21211

Name: ___________________________________

Address:   _________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________

Action in Maturity AIM
Keswick Multicare Center, 700 W. 40th St. 

410-889-7915

Lunch & Learn Container Garden Demo   
May 10 at 11:30 a.m.   

Living with Diabetes (six-week session)  
May 16 from 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.   

***** 
SUMMER LUNCH & LEARN SERIES 
(an AIM and Keswick MCC joint venture) 

Create Your own Herb Container Garden  
May 25 from 12:30 - 2:00 p.m.  

Cooking Using Seasonal Produce  
June 8 & June 22 
Demonstrations with recipes provided 

Home Microbrewing 
June 22 
Celebrate Father's Day with a 
demonstration  on creating your own 
microbrewery   

Call AIM 410-889-7915 for more 
information and to RSVP.

The Wyman Park 
Community Association, Inc. 

Kathleen Talty, President 

Directors

Luke Ackerman '17 
 

Brian Babcock, ’18 
Gilman Terrace 
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Jack Boyson, ’16
Tudor Arms Ave.
Ph: xxx-xxxx 

Rick Brummer, ’16
 Tudor Arms Ave.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Rebecca Denison, ’17
Beech Ave.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Ray Iturralde, ’16
40th St.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Joe Jackson, ’18
Tudor Arms Ave.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

M Elaine Parker, ’18
38th St.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Lissa Rotundo, ’16
Beech Ave.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Donna (Jinx) Schwartz, ’18
Beech Ave.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Julie Tucker, ’17
Tudor Arms Ave.
Ph: xxx-xxxx

Lura Warren, ’17 
 

Tom McGilloway, Vice President 

Emily Grant, Secretary 

Linda Nevaldine, Treasurer 

Eugene Meyer, Parliamentarian 

Active Yoga: Mondays at 10 a.m. 
Keswick Library; $3 per class 

Line Dancing: Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.   
AIM Office at Keswick; $2 per class  

Quilting: Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.    
AIM Office; Free  

Chair Yoga: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
Keswick Library; $3 per class 

Chair Exercise: Fridays at 10:00 a.m. 
3939 Social Room; Free

Senior Happenings
CONTINUING CLASSES

WPCA acknowledges Action in 
Maturity volunteers for their 

help with newsletter 
preparation.

SumMEr PicNIc  
in The PArK     

JunE 28, 2016  
(rain date June 29) 

Hotdogs, hamburgers and sodas will 
be provided. • Bring a side dish to 
share. •  Music & neighbors galore!

http://www.wymanparkcommunity.org

